
Who was the actual source of inspiration for Zeami's Hachi-No-Ki character, Tsuneyo 
Genzayemon?
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The character Tsuneyo Genzayemon (Sano Genzaemon Tsuneyo) in Zeami's Noh play Hachi-

no-Ki ("The Potted Trees") appears to have been based on a figure from medieval Japanese 

legend rather than on a firmly documented historical individual.japanesewiki+1

The immediate source for the play was the well-known story of Hōjō Tokiyori's incognito 

travels after his retirement as regent of the Kamakura shogunate. That legend circulated in 

medieval chronicles such as the Masukagami and Taiheiki. In those stories, Tokiyori, disguised 

as a monk, encounters a poor but loyal warrior who demonstrates extraordinary hospitality and 

fidelity.japanesewiki+1

As for Tsuneyo himself:

 Tradition identifies him as Sano Genzaemon Tsuneyo, allegedly a dispossessed warrior 

from the Sano manor in Kōzuke Province.japanesewiki+1

 However, historians generally regard him as legendary or semi-legendary, because 

documentary evidence for his existence is lacking and details about him conflict with 

what is known of the historical Sano clan.japanesewiki

 One scholarly summary notes that while Tokiyori was certainly a historical person, "if 

Tsuneyo was also a real person, his life's story has been lost to history."magiminiland

So the best answer is:

The inspiration for Zeami's Tsuneyo Genzayemon was the legendary Sano Genzaemon 

Tsuneyo of the Tokiyori pilgrimage tales, not a clearly identifiable historical 

individual. The character derives from medieval folklore surrounding Hōjō Tokiyori's disguised 

travels and was probably shaped from a local Sano clan tradition that later became incorporated 

into Noh drama.japanesewiki+2

Interestingly, the story became so influential that many later generations treated Sano Tsuneyo as 

a historical model of samurai loyalty and hospitality, even though his actual historical 

existence remains uncertain.japanesewiki+1
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