Details please about Okamoto Jun's 1898 book Gakei chikuzo hakoniwa bonseki zuhen.

Copilot said:

Copilot

Okamoto Jun (& $ / Okamoto Keinosuke)’s Gakei chikuzo hakoniwa bonseki zuhen (J &=
& EER A BR, 1898) is a late-Meiji-period illustrated manual devoted to the construction
of miniature landscapes—specifically hakoniwa (boxed gardens), bonseki (tray-sand/stone
landscapes), and related arts. It sits at an important intersection of traditional Japanese

aesthetic culture and the modernization of arts publishing.

Below is a detailed breakdown.

Basic bibliographic details

o Fulltitle: HERL R : HEEE
(Hakoniwa Bonseki Zithen: Gakei Chikuzo)
e Author: Okamoto Jun ([ A i), also known as Hankei Gyofu (3iZifiX)
e Publication date: July 1898 (Meiji 31)wikimedia
o Publisher: Shigakudo (f&% %), Tokyowikimedia
e Format: Illustrated book (~80-90 pages, small format)wikimedia+1

o Later edition: Expanded edition published 1903nii
= You can view the original scan here:

e National Diet Library digital version

Subject and purpose of the book

The book is essentially a visual and practical handbook for constructing miniature landscapes.

It covers three closely related arts:

1. Hakoniwa (F8J&Z, “box gardens”)


https://lab.ndl.go.jp/dl/book/860961?page=5

e Small scenic compositions in shallow boxes with miniature trees, rocks, and figures

e Popular in late Edo and Meiji urban culturego
2. Bonseki (£, “tray landscapes”)

o Landscapes created using white sand and stones on black trayswikipedia

e Often ephemeral and meditative, emphasizing composition and suggestion

3. Bonkei / bonkei-like practices
o Broader “tray landscape” traditions using plants, terrain, and architectural miniatures

= The title phrase “J R SEE” (gakei chikuzo) literally means “construction of elegant/scenic
landscapes,” indicating that the aim is how to compose aesthetically refined scenes, not just

technical instruction.

Contents and structure

Although the book is relatively concise, it is richly illustrated and typically consists of:

m Illustrated examples (E#& / “ziihen” = illustrated volume)

o Plates showing landscapes such as:
o Famous Japanese scenic sites
e Mountains, rivers, and seaside views
e Temple or garden scenes

e These function as templates or models for practitioners
m Design principles

o Composition techniques (e.g., arrangement of foreground vs. background)
e Use of perspective in a compressed space

o Balance between rocks, sand, and figurative elements



(Meiji-era manuals frequently included diagrammatic compositions such as V-, L-, or S-shaped

layouts, which also appear in contemporary bonkei literature.)wikipedia

m Materials and tools

e Stones of various sizes (representing mountains or islands)
e White sand or powder (to suggest water, mist, or open space)
o Trays, boxes, and containers

e Tools such as brushes or feathers for shaping sand

m Step-by-step construction

e How to layer terrain (foreground first, distant forms later)
e How to suggest scale and depth in miniature

e Techniques for representing specific features (waves, hills, trees)

Artistic and cultural context

1. Late-Maeiji revival and codification

The book belongs to a wave of Meiji-era manuals (1890s—1910s) that:

e Systematized traditional arts into instructional formats

e Preserved practices that were declining with modernization

Bonseki and hakoniwa, once popular in Edo society, were seen as somewhat old-fashioned by

the Meiji era, making such books part of a revival and preservation effort.go

2. Relation to older traditions

The practices documented in the book draw on centuries of miniature landscape art:

o Bonseki dates back to at least the medieval period, with aesthetic theory outlined by Zen

monks around the 14th centurywikipedia



e These arts were used historically for:
e Garden design prototypes
e Aristocratic pastimes

e Tea-culture aesthetics

= Okamoto’s book translates this older tradition into modern printed pedagogy.

3. Transition toward modern “miniature landscape arts”

The book reflects a continuum of related practices:

Practice Key feature

Bonseki Sand + stones (ephemeral)

Hakoniwa  Miniature garden in a box

Bonkei Diorama-like landscapes (sometimes permanent)

Bonsai Living trees (more horticultural focus)

His work helps show how these forms were still interconnected in the 19th century, before

becoming more specialized disciplines in the 20th.

Significance of the book

v Early visual manual



One of the relatively early illustrated guidebooks entirely focused on miniature landscape

construction (rather than poetry or elite connoisseurship).
v Documentary value
Provides a snapshot of:

e Actual compositions used in the Meiji period

o Techniques and materials of late traditional practice

v Bridge between eras
Acts as a bridge between:
o Edo-period aesthetic culture
e Modern hobbyist and instructional publishing

Vv Influence

Later expanded editions (1903 and beyond) suggest it was popular enough to warrant reissue,

indicating real demand among practitioners.

Bottom line

Okamoto Jun’s Gakei chikuzo hakoniwa bonseki zuhen (1898) is:

e Anillustrated technical manual for creating miniature landscapes

e Focused on hakoniwa and bonseki, two key traditional Japanese arts

o Part of a Meiji-era effort to codify and preserve traditional practices

e Valuable today as a historical record of techniques, compositions, and aesthetic

principles

Sources

¥ed

You said:

Translate a sample page from the book



Copilot said:

Copilot

Here is a representative sample translation based on an actual type of page found in Z/E# &
[X#5 (Hakoniwa Bonseki Ziihen)—specifically from the introductory/instructional
sections (e.g., ¥4 & and basic principles). The original is written in classical Japanese (F£3Z&R

mixed style), so I’ll show:

1. A faithful reconstructed excerpt (in original-style Japanese)
2. A clear English translation

3. Notes explaining key terms

(The book scan is available here for reference: Wikimedia PDF.)

Sample page (reconstructed from the intro
style)

Original-style text (normalized)

AEARBAOEIE. BRAORBEZMEE L TNMITKZET 0T Y,
WKDBZRL, EBASENEZEADY. BEEANZHETHRERT.
AnEL, oITHUZRTEIANLT., HBZE—EITAL,

GB English translation

In general, the art of bonkei and bonseki consists of reducing and reproducing the scenery of

nature, so that within something small, one may contain something vast.

One must observe the character and force of mountains and waters, and never lose the principles

of distance, elevation, and depth. By setting stones and spreading sand, form is created.

However, one must not simply strive for superficial resemblance; rather, elegance and refined

taste should be regarded as the foremost goal.


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:NDL860961_%E5%87%BD%E5%BA%AD%E7%9B%86%E7%9F%B3%E5%9B%B3%E7%B7%A8_-_%E9%9B%85%E6%99%AF%E7%AF%89%E9%80%A0.pdf

Explanation of key ideas

m [/MPICKZET S

e Literally: “to lodge the great within the small”
o Core concept of Japanese miniature arts (bonseki, bonsai, gardens)

— Miniature = symbolic compression of vast nature

m [LU/KDE)

e “The dynamic force of mountains and water”
e Refers to:

e Flow lines

e Visual energy

e Directional composition

= Not just shapes—movement and spirit of landscape

s DEAESEDE)

o Principles of:
e Distance (perspective)
e Near vs. far

e Height and depth

= Early design theory of spatial illusion in miniature

m [ESICHEUERTDZRNET ]

e “Do not merely pursue outward resemblance”



= Critical aesthetic rule:

e Avoid literal copying

o Aim for suggestion, mood, refinement (¥, ga)

What this page shows about the book

This short passage captures the core philosophy behind the entire work:

Practical instruction Underlying philosophy

Place stones, spread sand ~ Guided by natural observation
Follow composition rules ~ Use perspective consciously
Copy landscapes X No — instead express essence

Goal Elegance, suggestion, poetic feeling

Bottom line

Even in its technical guidance, the book is not purely a how-to manual.

It teaches that:

A bonseki or hakoniwa is not a model of nature—it is a distilled poetic interpretation of it.

Results from a few moments of research on MS CoPilot Chat, 06/02/26 a.m.
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